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Tales from the Mist
Shire of Wintermist,
Kindom of Caid
October 2013 (AS 48)

CAID CALENDAR
 Oct 8-14: Great Western
War
 Oct 19: Nordwache Pirate
Tourney
 Oct 26: Dreiburgen Anniversary
 Oct 27: Agincourt Tourney (Altavia)
 Nov 2 Fall Coronation
(Dun Or)
 Nov 3: Queen’s Champion (Dun Or)
 Nov 9: Frost Dragon
(Naevehjem)
(See SCA-Caid.org for
full calendar)

WINTERMIST CALENDAR
 Oct 6, 20, 27: Archery &
Thrown Weapons Practice
 Oct 19: Metalworkers FM
 Oct 22: Illumination FM
 Oct 24: Bardic FM
 Oct 26: Woodworkers FM
 Oct 30: Newsletter Articles Due
 Thursdays at 7 pm
Fighter Practice (Heavies)
at Jastro Park
(FM=Fellowship Meeting)

From Our Seneschal
Greeting Wintermistians!
This will be my last article for the Tales of the Mist as seneschal . My warrant, both
sadly and with relief will be up at the end of October, and like all things my time served must
come to an end. The road to reach this point has been both difficult and rewarding. I started out
the job with a simple goal in mind, re-organize the shire, unify, and get people once again excited about being part of this wonderful group. ‘Everyone wants to be a part of something great’
I told myself, and so that is what I set out to do, and I feel that with the support of all the amazing people within our shire, we did it. But we are not done! NEVER! Now that we have our feet
under us, we need to keep moving forward, whether that is toward becoming a barony or not,
the destination is not what is important, but the road traveled there. I believe that we can do
anything we set our minds to, and I will continue to help and support the Shire in any way I can.
It has been my honor to serve as the seneschal of this group. I have met so many wonderful
people, and have grown closer to those that I only knew as acquaintances, but now consider
friends. It has been my pleasure.
THL Kalè al-Raqqasa

From Our Upcoming Seneschal
Greeting to the Shire of Wintermist,
I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself for those in the Shire that don’t know
me. Originally from the Canton of Summergate in the Barony of Calafia, I moved to our illustrious Shire 9 years ago. I started in the SCA back in 1994 at Cal State San Marcos where I helped
to create the College of Saint Ursula, acting as Seneschal for the fledging college. I served the
college twice as seneschal and then was invited (Shanghaied?) by the populace of Summergate
to be their Seneschal, serving in that capacity for two terms.
I look forward to serving the Shire and watching her continue to flourish. I know that
my method of running meetings may differ a little with that of THL Kali, but I aim for a smooth
transition from her tenure as Seneschal to mine.
I don’t want to say that I have a personal vision for the Shire; this isn’t about me, it is
about us. We as a group need to stay focused on growth. It is not only growth as a group, but
individual growth; either in the arts and sciences, service or marshal skills. As with anything, we
get out what we put in; you control your enjoyment in the SCA. If you are good at something,
share it; if you want to learn, ask. There are so many talented people in the Shire, it is awesome
when you sit back and look at all the various and sundry things we are doing within our guilds.
There truly is something for everyone.
I can honestly say that I am proud to be a part of the Shire and call all of you brothers
and sisters in the SCA. I look forward to the next few years to see what the future holds for our
group.
Yours in service to Wintermist and the greater glory of Caid!
Lord Edward Blosseville de Monreale.

Fellowship News and Tips
Sewing (Lady Estrith Rasmusdatter): Measure Twice, Cut Once: A Short Cautionary Tale.
I was taking in a piece of garb the other day, so I put it on, pinched an inch or so from each of the two front seams
and thought to myself, "yes, if I take about that much from the back too them this will be just about right." So I say down at
my sewing machine, pinched about the same amount from the seam and proceeded to sew. Sms I went to the next seam
and did the same and I realized that hey, there's six seams... perfect!. So I continued on.. sewed all six seams, tried off all the
excess material and zigzagged all of them to finish off. Then I tried it on again. I can get it on....mostly... if I don't want to
breathe... and I pull it up four inches too high... and now I have a lovely piece of garb that might fit if I lose 2-4 inches of my
chest... and I can't even let it back out because I cut off all the fabric before trying it on.
Leatherworkers (Lord Miklos Bako): We're awl fid.
There are two types of awls commonly used in leather working; awls and fids.
Awl
An awl is a thick and sturdy metal tool, used to puncture leather. Commonly, awls have
rounded or slightly diamond shaped needles. The solid handle and thick metal construction are
there to provide you with a safe tool to puncture leather with. The most common injury experienced in leather crafting is puncturing yourself with an awl, and it's severely painful - be careful.
A fid, also known as a lacing fid, has a very pronounced diamond shape to it. Some models
resemble a flathead screwdriver with a pointy tip. These provide you with a much larger surface
Fid
area to twist and shape the leather hole you're punching. Most leather crafters use the lacing fid to
enlarge their existing lacing holes they've already made with their slimmer (and easier to puncture with) awl. Fids come in
extra handy when you're trying to enlarge lacing holed that run through multiple layers of leather.
Even though these are some of the most common leather working tools used, the maintenance and care of your
awl is commonly overlooked.
Just like how a sharp knife is a safe knife, a sharp awl is a safer awl. It will puncture leather with greater ease when
you keep the tip refined, and the sides polished. This is accomplished easily with 600 grit, wet-dry sandpaper. It's highly
recommended that you also fashion yourself a stropping board out of cardboard you've drawn jewelers rouge on. (goes on
like chalk) This hones the edge between uses, and comes in very handy when working on projects with lots of holes, like
shoes or belts.
Illumination: (THLady Katherine of Hornechurch): Tips on keeping your scroll clean.
I am a messy person. If I had on a white dress and sat on a chair for an hour, I'd have black smudges all over me. I
truly don't know how I do it! Consequently keeping my scroll paper clean has become a challenge. Here are a few tips on
how I try to do it.
1. I built myself an 'envelope' to keep my work in. Simply a sheet of cardboard about 1" large around than the scroll paper I am working with. I then taped triangular pieces of light pasteboard about 1 1/2" deep on each corner, leaving the
long edge of the triangle open, to create a pocket. I then place the scroll paper onto the cardboard, slipping each corner into its triangular "envelope". This way I can pick it up by the cardboard backing and keep the corners from getting
limp and curled.
2. I bought myself a cheap, flat, 2" paint/paste brush from the $$ store. Whenever I erase something, I use the brush to
sweep off the residue. This way I don't use my hand and leave skin oils on the paper which will, over time, leave stains.
3. I use a loose sheet of copy paper to use as an elbow/arm rest whenever I need to lean on the scroll. This helps to avoid
dirt and oils transferring from my skin and/or clothing onto the scroll. (Many people who create scrolls use an easel, so
that only the brush touches the paper, however, I find my hand is not steady enough to do the small, close up work
freehand like that. I need the steady surface of the table to keep myself steady).
If you have other tips for keeping your paper clean, please post it on the illumination page on Facebook for all to
share. Thanks.
Middle Easter Dance (Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa): Don’t forget your arms!
When practicing/performing bellydance we all should know that posture is important, feet are generally shoulderwidth apart, knees soft - not locked, shoulders should be back, the back should be straight, and the tail bone tucked in. The
one thing bellydancers can forget is their arms. Holding the arms out to the sides in a graceful position is great - when you
are posing or really only want to emphasis your hip movements, but sometimes you can make a dance of primarily the
arms. So if you want to improve your bellydance look, look up some arm movements, L arms, temple arms, Alladin arms,
Genie arms, wrist circles, snake arms, all of these help enhance the look of dancing, and can also give you a break from
those figure eights!
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More Fellowship News and Tips
Culinary: (Lady Collette Olivier le Fournier) What Ever Happened to the Swan?
In a society that roots its existence in recreating the middle ages, and prides itself on showcasing many different
facets of medieval lifestyles, we are slowly losing sight of the things that make a recreation society unique. The convenience
and glamor of high tech camp cooking equipment has overshadowed a major component of the SCA, the recreation of medieval dishes.
Recently I was asked would I prefer a picnic style lunch, or a period feast at an event, and I was overwhelmingly
outvoted by the preference for a picnic. I completely understand the urge for ease, but what are we here to do? I hear so
many around me upset about "losing the dream" every time someone wears jeans in plain view, or trying their hardest to
hide pop up tents behind large, luxurious canvas pavilions, I have even witnessed someone get a lecture about walking
around with a soda can, yet I don't hear the same passion when groups are grilling on foreman grills, hooked to a generator
and eating hot dogs and hamburgers at a "feast".
Culinary expeditions often require one to be audacious, and determined to try new things, and I would be so
pleased to see that in more of our members. A true feast allows us to sit down, converse, and be awed by the dishes presented to us. It is not merely a feeding trough, but an experience where friendships are strengthened, and the boundaries of
your palate are pushed.
I hope this simply sparked the want to have an actual feast when the opportunity presents itself, and for more
members of our society to be more patience and open minded about their dining options. This year at Yule, we will be having a period feast, and I hope many of you will attend with open minds and mouths!
Metal Workers (THLord Galen deLeon): Greetings unto Wintermist.
When working with metal, hammering, welding or grinding, remember to check the frayed edges of your clothing Also if you have cuffs at the bottom of your pants, make sure they are turned under so they do not catch sparks. Remember the metal is supposed to be hot, not your legs.
Many accidents can be avoided by simply making sure your clothing is not going to get caught in the machinery or
catch sparks. Be safe, and hammer on!
Fellowship of the String (Lady Katryn Bryansdotter) A tiny tip.
If you have trouble threading a needle, rather than wetting the end of the thread, wet the eye of the needle. It will
draw the end. AND when threading a needle, hand or sewing machine, hold a piece of white paper (I keep a piece of a button card handy) behind the eye of the needle. The eye of the needle will be much easier to see.
Brewing Fellowship: (Lord Gwyon Pengrych) Documenting your recipes:
It’s the surest way to keep from repeating your mistakes...and to ensure that you repeat your victories.
And from Lothar: BLOCK ICE melts much slower than cubes. IF you fill a clean milk jug 3/4 full and freeze. You can use it to
keep your food from spoiling AND drink the water as it DOES melt. Also, IF you have a drink of choice, ie ice tea, you can
freeze cubes of ice tea, place in a zip-lok bag and use to keep your tea cold without watering it down. You can use this for
anything that is NOT carbonated or alcoholic.
Bardic Fellowship (Master Donn Son of Fergus) Irish Tunes.
When playing traditional irish tunes. 6/8 Jigs are played like "Hump-i-ty Dump-i-ty" and 4/4 reels are played like
"an-i-mat-ed all-i-gat-ors". Jigs are played with or without tonguing/articulation and reels are usually played without (within
the same phrase).
Woodworking Fellowship (Wayne of Wintermist): Steaming Dents
By the time your piece of furniture is ready for finishing, odds are good that it will have picked up some dents and
gouges along the way. A dent is a depression in which the wood fibers were crushed, but not torn or cut, while a gouge has
fibers cut or wood missing. We will deal with gouges later. You can usually steam dents out, and now is the time to remove
them.
Start with a wet cotton cloth and a hot iron, preferably one no longer being used for clothing. Using an eyedropper, a small artist's brush or even a toothpick, fill the dent with a drop or two of water. Add more water if it soaks in immediately to ensure that the depression is filled with water. Place the wet rag over the water-filled dent and press the iron
onto it. The wet cloth will prevent the iron from scorching the surrounding wood. Leave the iron on only a few seconds until
the cloth is dry beneath it. You may have to repeat the whole process, but usually one or two pressings with the iron should
bring the dent up to level.

Shire of Wintermist,
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Camp Master Report for GWW
We are within the ten day countdown for the war as I write this and aside from one minor detail we are in really
great shape! The “one little detail” I mentioned is that we still have not been told officially which site is ours for the war.
What I do know is that we will not be in the same place that we have occupied for the last two years! I was asked to list
three places for our camp and that was not on my list. Where I expect us to be located is on the flat, grassy (last year), area
to the north and west of last years’ site. We should be closer to the fighting, arts & sciences and merchants.
There will be a gate onto the main road for foot traffic and gates on the East and North for vehicle traffic. Everybody who has pre-registered and confirmed space requirements will have an assigned campsite. Maps will be at the vehicle
gates and campsites will have names assigned. If you have a problem finding your place in the camp please see one of my
deputies- Lady Roes Meurdoch (Valerie Walker), m’Lady Lily de Llyn (Cindy Rendel) or myself Manus le Dragonier. If you do
not like the site assigned to you the use of any non-assigned space is agreeable except for the common area at the center of
the site.
You are requested to come on site, unload and then park your vehicle in a parking area. Please unload your entire
vehicle in a prompt and timely matter, asking your neighbors to help in a courteous manner is not a bad thing. You will find
red painted containers throughout the camp. Those with orange bags are for recyclables (plastic bottles and aluminum
cans) the others are for trash. Also make certain that your site has a fire extinguisher and a first aid kit for emergencies. A
fire extinguisher is mandatory! If your tent(s) have guywires make certain that they are clearly marked or flagged. Needless
to say if you bring a pet (or small children) be prepared to clean up after them- you knew the job was dangerous when you
took it.
We be Soldiers Three
I am planning to hang a “bardic welcome mug” at our main gate on
Thursday & and Friday evening as an invitation to traveling entertainment to stop
We be soldiers three,
by and share some companionship. When we get some traffic and you enjoy the
Pardon‐amoi,
je vous an pree;
entertainment please show your enthusiasm and gratitude with applause and
Lately
come
forth
of the Low Country,
perhaps some food or drink. The mug comes down on Saturday as there are sevWith
never
a
penny
of money.
eral parties by groups like the Horsemen to attend.
Friday evening is also the Shire pot-luck. Please bring a dish for six or
Here good fellow I drink to thee,
more as well as an ingredient list, table, chairs, lighting and feastgear. Dishes are
Pardon‐amoi, je vous an pree;
assigned by last name (Period or Mundane your choice). A-G bring a side dish, HTo all good fellows, wherever they be,
P bring a main dish & Q-Z bring a dessert or bread(s). If you have any questions
With never a penny of money.
for the pot-luck please contact the Feastocrat- Jani Shirazi (Jolene Forzetting).
Looking forward to having a great time in our camp. Special thanks to
the people in SWEBC for their work on the gate and wall panels.
~Master Manus leDragonier

It Was a Dark and Stormy Night!

And he that will not pledge me this,
Pardon‐amoi, je vous an pree;
Pays for the shot of whatever it is,
With never a penny of money.
Charge it again, boy, charge it again,

No, really it was. A fortnight ago I set forth to brave the storm wracked
Pardon‐amoi, je vous an pree;
northern reaches of Nordwache. High in the highlands the abode of Lord Michael of
As long as there is any ink in thy pen,
Boulton was my destination. There beneath the pines, we gathered under heavy
With never a penny of money.
clouds periodically pierced by rays of golden sunlight.
A friendly day of arts and activities to be followed by food and frivolity.
We be soldiers three,
Among the arts were stitching of gold trim for THL Joan Silvertoppe’s Laurel investiture
Pardon‐amoi, je vous an pree;
garb, beading and sewing. Leather bottles were being made by Johannes and garb and
Lately come forth of the Low Country,
dice were being sewn and sanded.
With never a penny of money.
Archery targets were set up for all to try their aim, from little lords and ladies, to mighty archers bearing handmade longbows. A gunnery range was there also,
from which the mighty roar of the hand cannons issued forth, scaring the ladies and unsettling the wildlife. Curiosity prevailed and
even some of the ladies took up arms to prove their mettle. Which they did in right good fashion.
“Liquid sunshine” proved a challenge during the day. Several times we were forced into the portico of the manor to stay
dry. But the damp could not dissuade the camaraderie of the day, and although I left before the feasting occurred I am told the
fare was fine and enjoyed by all.
I thank my hosts for the invitation and was pleased to see Lord Bolo and family in attendance. It was a lovely day despite
the weather.
So say I,
~Master Donn, son of Fergus
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Wintermist Yule - November 30th, 2013
Come and join us as the Shire celebrates the beginning of the Yule Season with a Tournament, Feast, Bardic presentations, raffle and gift exchange. Gifts should not exceed $25 value. There
is a 60 person capacity for the feast, please make your reservations with Lady Colette.
 Location: Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2525 Belle Terrace, Bakersfield, 93304
 Site fees: $12 for members (includes feast), $5 member surcharge. Children 5-12 are $7, children under 5 are guests of the shire
Fellowships see Lady Colette Olivier le Fournier about a basket donation for the raffle.

Snowflake by A’isha

From the Chronicler
Once again I received an amazing amount of material for this month’s newsletter. I’d like to thank all the Fellow‐
ship members and Chancellor’s who sent me their tips and advice for their particular area of expertise. We only lack repre‐
sentation from three of our A&S fellowships and that is fantastic feedback!
Coming up: The yearly Populace Contact List is ready for updates! If you have moved, changed your name or
phone number, or have a different email address from what is on the current list, the Chronicler staff needs to know so that
we can update the list. This information is entirely optional and we respect your desire for privacy. This list will NOT be published online, it is strictly for our members to be able to keep in touch outside of online sources such as facebook. If you
need to update your information on the list, please send this information to my deputy Lady Jani Shirazi (whom you can find
on facebook), or let us know at the next Shire meeting in November where we should have the old contact list and you can
make your corrections at that time.
Meanwhile, I’m still looking for articles for the upcoming issue of “News From the North”. This edition will be all
about Arts and Sciences. See last month’s “Tales” for more information and ideas or stay tuned to the Wintermist Page in
Facebook.
~Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa

Beautification Committee at Work!
SWEBC started to meet in January 2013 with a plan for surrounding the Wintermist encampment with a walled
enclosure. As it looks now, we will have around 55 wall panels completed in time for Great Western War. This should give
us a nearly complete front wall!!
Later in the year, the committee, with input from the Shire, decided to tackle another big project—the entrance
gate to the encampment. We can see a light at the end of the tunnel for this project too. See the photos of the concept
drawing and the [nearly] completed project.
Overall, the encampment will look more “beautiful” this year—the long-term goal of the Committee—and to that
end, try to help out with the general SCA rules of keeping mundane items (like chairs, ice chests and water coolers) covered
and put forth the extra steps to keep camp clean and neat.
Additionally, the SWEBC team asks that you think hard about new projects to improve the general look of our Wintermist encampment—we need to have more things to work on next year!
~Lady Roes Murdoch
From Concept:

To Reality:

(photos/art by Adeline of Berwick)

Shire of Wintermist,
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Wintermist Officers
Seneschal: THL Kalé al-Raqqasa

email: seneschal@sca-wintermist.org

Deputies: THL Tahira Al-Fahida and Lord Gwyon Pengrych

Arts & Science: Lord Da’ud ibn Ma’bad

email: arts@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy A & S: Lord Bolo Longcaster & THL Galen de Leon

Chatelaine: Lady Piroska Miklosne
Deputy: Lord Miklos Bako

Current Champion of
Wintermist and Protector
of the Flock

Chirurgeons: Lady Jani Shirazi
in Training: Mihri Tabrizi

Chronicler: Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa

email: chronicler@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: Lady Jani Shirazi

Constable in Training: Lord Johnathon Sawyer
Deputy: Bjorn Inn Vikverski

Exchequer: Sunnifa Jonsdotir

email: exchequer@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: Mari Inghean Cuan

Herald: Master Manus le Dragonier

email: herald@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: a Flourish of Heralds

List Mistress: THL Katherine of Hornechurch e

mail: lysts@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: Lord Lothar von Schwartzschildt

Marshal: THL Ketill Olafsson

email: marshal@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: Lord Johnathon Sawyer

Lord Raynor Boleheued
Photo by A’isha

Webwright: Lord Miklos Bako
Deputy: Kinson Ravenlock

This month’s Gold Star Challenge! I will award a Gold Star to whomever can tell me which Fellowships did not
have a tip in this month’s newsletter! There were three, But I will award a star for even one correct guess.
Send your guess to: chronicler@sca-wintermist.org - These will be awarded at the November Shire Meeting.

Articles should be submitted to the chronicler, either in person or by e-mail (chronicler@sca-wintermist.org), and non-officer related
articles should be accompanied by a media release form to allow permission to publish in Tales from the Mist.
“Tales from the Mist” is created using MS Publisher templates. This month’s template is called “Floating Oval”.
This is the October 2013, issue of Tales from the Mist, a publication of the Wintermist Shire of the Society for Creative Anachronism,
Inc. (SCA, Inc.). Tales From the Mist is available from Jennifer Stilwill, 6901 Cranbrook Ave., Bakersfield Ca 93308. It is not a corporate
publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2013 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.

