Shire of Wintermist,
Kingdom of Caid

Tales From the Mist
Website: www.sca-wintermist.org

From the Seneschal
Greetings Wintermistians,
Since the matter of status change for our shire has been foremost on many of our
minds, I thought I might take the time to explain the steps needed to be taken in order to
carry us through this process.
 Step one: A ‘temperature vote’ is taken. This is to determine as a group what exactly
we want to do, whether to stay as a shire, move forward as a Province, or shoot for Barony. Once all the votes have been counted and the outcome determined the next step
can be taken.
 Step two: As the seneschal it is my responsibility to write a ‘letter of intention’ to the
kingdom seneschal. Within the letter will be our achievements and aspirations, as well as
the result of our ‘temperature vote’.
 Step three: the kingdom seneschal will start her investigation to determine whether or
not we are qualified for status change. This will include a formal polling of the shire
through the mail. Only those whose membership is designated as current in the data base
at the time the mailing information is requested from Corporate will receive a polling
letter.
 Step four: Once the investigation is complete, she will then turn to Their Majesties with
her recommendation and the results for review.
 If the shire selects in favor of a status change to barony, a potential slate of candidates for the baronage must be provided at this time. This slate must have at least
one couple, but may have more.
 Step five: If Their Majesties approve the status change, the kingdom seneschal will forward the packet of material to the Board of Directors and request the change in status.
If the Board of Directors approves the request, then the next step is to determine who
should become our new Baron and Baroness. That is a completely different matter, and
should it come to that point, we will take the appropriate steps at that time. This coming
meeting we will take our first step down this road. Understand that you must be present to
vote. See you all at the meeting!
~THL Kali Raqs Xahar

From the Chronicler
WANTED: Deputy Chronicler. Must have access to a computer, internet, and publication software (such as Windows publisher, Word), be willing to request articles from the officers and populous, and be willing to eventually take on the task of publishing a monthly newsletter.
I have been the Wintermist’s chronicler for 3 year, and at Yule in December I intend to step down
and therefore I will need a replacement. If this job interests you, please contact me and I will see
that you know what I know about publishing our shire’s newsletter as well as the other tasks that I
do. I will be asking further at the Shire meeting on Wednesday. Also, ‘The News From the North’,
that I talked about last month, will remain in my hands, and I will be around to help as needed.
On another note, I received an email from the society Chronicler who asked for permission to publish a story by our very own Michael of Berwick upon Tweed. The story should appear
in the May issue of the Crown Prints. Congratulations to Michael for this honor!
~Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa
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Also look for us on FACEBOOK

CAID CALENDAR
 Mar 9: Pentathlon and Friendship
Tourney (Gyldenholt)
 March 10-17: Gulf Wars
(kingdom of Gleann Abhann)
 Mar 15-17: Black Oak Lodge
(Darach)
 Mar 16: March to the Sea
(Naevehjem)
 Mar 17: Practicum of the Sword
(Starkhafn)
 Mar 23-24: Collegium Caidis
 Mar 20 Al-Sahid/Gallavally Anniversary
 Apr 5-6: King’s Hunt (Careg
Wen)
(See SCA-Cid.org for full calendar)

WINTERMIST CALENDAR





Mar 1: Brewers FM
Mar 7: Fiber Arts/aka String FM
Mar 9: Leatherworkers FM
Mar 13: Shire Business Meeting Tony’s Pizza on Mt. Vernon
Ave 7:00 pm
 Mar 16: Leatherworkers (2nd
time) FM
 Mar 26: Illumination FM
 Mar 23: Woodworkers FM
 Mar 29: Newsletter Articles
Due
 Mar 28: Bardic FM
 April 2: Officer’s Meeting
 April 4: String FM
 April 5: Brewers FM
 April 6: KNEWBIE KNOCKABOUT
 Sundays at 10 am Fighter Practice (Rapier and Heavies) at
Patriot’s Park
 Thursdays at 5pm: Sewing Circle
(FM=Fellowship Meeting)
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How and Why to Submit People for Awards
This article is to help people to understand the reasons for why they should write someone up for an award and how to decide
what award is appropriate for an individual. Awards given at the Kingdom level are the way other members of the Society can
show that they appreciate the efforts that a person has made toward making the playing of our game be more enjoyable. As with
the society in general there are three main areas that awards are given for: service, the arts and fighting. One thing to remember
when making an award nomination that there is a sliding scale for each type of award, from beginner to experienced. While it is
possible to skip a level occasionally the normal practice is a step by step progression also based on time in the society.
Why write someone up for an award? The reasons to write someone up vary with the person who does the writing.
The main reason is that you wish to show a person that you value their participation in the game you both play. The first acknowledgement allows you to be titled to Lord or Lady before your name: the Award of Arms. In a way this shows other people that
you are now a regular member of the game, you belong. An Award of Arms is usually given after a person has played for a year or
more but I have seen the rare occurrence where at a war a newbie (at their first SCA event) who was working their butt off to
help and be useful received their AoA at the war closing court. Normally you look for steady and continued play by an individual.
Does he/she do more than show up at an occasional council meeting and one local event a year? Is he/she at most council meetings, fighter practices or sewing or brewing or calligraphy? Have they gone to “away” events? This is the person that I would write
up for an award.
Now there are times that an individual “falls through the cracks”. They don’t have an award but everybody believes
they have it! Since they know a person has an award they don’t write the individual up for it. If you want to know what awards a
person has check the Order of Precedence on the kingdom herald’s page on the internet, or ask a herald to check for you!
There is a certain air of confidentiality between a herald and a client so if you want to ask about a person’s awards the matter
should be private unless you say otherwise. There is nothing wrong with going to your friends and saying “I am going to write Person A up for Award X. Would you like to write something also?” If they don’t like the idea they won’t write a letter for that person.
There are two main ways to write a person up for an award. The first is the traditional “snail mail” or postal system.
Check in The Crown Prints for the proper address for these letters to be sent. These letters are compiled and filed for an individual so that the Crown has idea of what award a person may receive. It is important to let the Royals know what events (list more
than one to be successful) a person will be at to receive an award. And when you write your letter give reasons with specifics!!
Person A is nice and doesn’t beat small children or dogs does not cut it. Several factual examples is more likely to get the result
you desire like: this lady has made scrolls and promissory notes for the Kingdom as well as working at the troll at our last two
events and serving as a waterbearer at Highland War shows the Royals a nice body of work. The second method of writing a person up for an award is to go to the kingdom website and look on the first page under Royals for their announcement to make
awards on-line. Again follow the directions and list examples of the work they have done.
Awards fall into two categories – armigerous (awards that come with arms) and not. If you have a child who goes with
you to lots of events and participates you might wish to put the child up for the Order of the Acorn, this does not give arms but
it does have a “brag tag” to wear. An “adult” non-armigerous award is the Legion of Courtesy given for courteous behavior.
As stated earlier the most common award is the Award of Arms. Next in the hierarchy are awards that are of a higher level.
These are still armigerous if the receiver does not have and Award of Arms already. These awards place the recipient into an order or group and are given with a token of the Order for the person to wear. Examples of these are the Order of the Dolphin
(for service), Order of the Harp Argent (for arts), Order of the Crescent Sword (for heavy combat), Order of the Argent Arrow (archery), Order of the Duelist (rapier combat). Next month Grant level awards and above.
~Master Manus leDragonier

Wintermist Knewbie Knockabout and Rapier Tourney - April 6, 2013
Don’t Forget next month’s Wintermist event, the infamous Knewbie Knockabout! New this year in addition is the Greybeard
Grudge Match for any Fighters age 40 years and older. Also a Rapier "Bridesmaid Tourney." (they may not have previously
won a Baronial Rapier Championship or any other significant rapier tourney, such as Queen's Champion or the Rapier Open)
AND
A Pavilion contest, as well as A & S demonstrations throughout the day.
See: http://www.sca-wintermist.org/knewbie-knockabout/ for further information.
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A&S and News from the Fellowships
Metalworkers: Greeting Shire, I am currently working on a cupcake tree for another Shire member with Ragnar and
Ylva. Grinding, welding and cutting steel. If anyone would like to help or just watch, let me know. There will be pictures to show
you what we're doing. Can you think of anything you'd like to build? I just picked up more pewter for casting so more classes are in
the works. Yours in Service,
~THLord Galen
Leatherworkers: TWO meeting dates this month Saturday, March 9th & 16th. Leatherworkers will likely be moving into turning
their newly stitched shoes in April. Contact Einnar or Miklos for special dates we're adding to the calendar to accommodate the
needs of our members.
~Lord Miklos
String: Meetings are on the first Thursday of the month to coincide with the sewing circles. Feel free to bring your craft items and
join along! I am willing to teach whatever I know, and if you have something you’d know and would like to teach, that would be very
welcome as well! Also Coronation is coming up on June 1st. If we are doing an presentation and you have no idea what to add to
the donation basket, they are always in need of award cords. The standard cords according to the queen’s chamberlain (and not the
wiki) are a dark blue and white combination. They can be made by kumihimo, lucet, or even card weaving, and I can show you how
to do any of these techniques. So come to the String meeting and let’s get started!
~Lady A’isha
Illumination: Let's gear up for Coronation in June by coloring some promissories and thank you notes. At our March meeting,
3/26, we'll work on some designs for the thank you notes and get copies made up for future meetings. So put on your thinking caps
and start designing something great. We also need to complete scrolls that are still in the works that did not get finished for Crown.
~Lady Kat
A&S Theme for April:
Pick ANY art or science category and create an entry that is Spring themed. That’s right! Poetry, Leatherworking, Embroidery, Illumination, Cooking, Metalworking, whatever you’d like! Try to recreate a medieval technique or at least be medieval
inspired. And have fun! We look forward to seeing all the entries at the April Shire meeting.

The Staffordshire Treasure Hoard (Part 2)
The Pagan Connection
The Staffordshire treasure found in 2009 outside of Hammerwich in Staffordshire, England, consisted primarily of miscellaneous military items, such as sword pommels. Curiously, no actual swords were found amongst the treasure. This is a story of how
the treasure might have come to be.
The priest lead us through the stones towards the altar, carrying a torch to guide the way. The only sound in this holy
place, was of men breathing, and a soft clanking of metal coming from the heavy bags they carried. As we reached the altar, the men
set down the bags and started to remove swords from them, piling them one by one on to the altar. I set aside the bag I was carrying. I knew that it contained the gold and jeweled ornaments that had been removed from the swords along with other items taken
from the battlefield to be used as an offering to the god Woden.
The priest stood in front of the altar and muttered prayers to Woden. Turning to the sacrificial Ox, he cut its throat with
a single slash of a knife and collected the blood in a large bowl. The priest took the bowl and held it high over his head, asking for
Woden's blessing, before setting it on the altar. The priest took up each of the swords, and using the blood, traced Woden's symbol on each of the blades to purify it. Then the priest called up each of us. As we kneeled before the altar, he traced Woden's symbol on our foreheads in blood and gave us each a sword, bidding us to defend the faith with it.
The priest then moved a large flat stone revealing a hole under the altar. Taking the bag of ornaments, he started removing items and throwing them into the hole. Every so often he would dip his hand into the blood and pour some of it into the hole
uttering a horrible curse. As he came to the symbols of the heathen god, he defiled them by breaking off pieces and cursing them.
Finally when the bag was empty he covered the hole with dirt and replace the stone. The priest again asked for Woden’s blessing
and protection before taking the torch and leading us away. I looked back at the altar and thought it was a good sacrifice. Woden
would surely help us in our fight to rid our selves of the invading heathens.
~Michael of Berwick-Upon-Tweed
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What a Protégé is and Why Would I Want One?
As you advance through the Society there are those people who wish to strive for the best. These members of the
society are usually referred to as the peerage. One of the objectives of the peers is to teach and train others to wish to attain
such rank for themselves. The peerage covers the three main facets of the Society – martial arts, service and the arts. For the
martial arts we have the knights. The knights are known by wearing a gold chain and a white belt. Knights are addressed as Sir as
a sign of respect and their students in training are called squires and wear a red belt marked with the arms of their lord. Masters
of a particular art or science are called members of the Order of the Laurel and wear a badge that has a laurel wreath upon it.
Students of a member of the Order of the Laurel are called an apprentice and wear a green belt marked with the arms of their
master/mistress. For those who work in the area of service to the society they wear a badge that is of a pelican and are known
as members of the Order of the Pelican. Students of a Pelican are called a protégé and wear a yellow belt bearing the arms of
their master/mistress.
Currently there are five Peers of the realm in Wintermist . We have no knights but we do have two active Pelicans
(Master Donn, son of Fergus and I). There are three Laurels of which two are active (Mistress Morin Chiardhubh niBhardain and
Master Martin FitzJames). Master Oso is not active in the shire at this time. To the best of my knowledge there are four students
in the shire at this time, two squires one apprentice and one protégé. Only one of these is attached to a peer in the shire.
How does one become a student to a master? Good question grasshopper! There are two ways: you ask to serve and
learn from a master or the master asks you. I was one of two protégés that Master Donn has had and we both asked him. He is
batting a thousand as both of us became Pelicans over the years. As shy and bashful as I am I can’t imagine why no one has asked
me to guide their way to society greatness. But if you are interested in a career of service to the society Master Donn would be
a good teacher to approach. If you have an interest in calligraphy or illumination Master James may be the one to see. For music
you might want Mistress Moira. Because you ask does not mean that the prospective peer will take you on. There must be an
understanding and rapport between student and teacher. But if you don’t ask you may never know. I have known Estrith Rasmusdatter since her first event and because of the growing friendship and interests asked her if she would be willing to become
my student.
We did the protégé ceremony at the last shire meeting for two reasons. The first is with the new schedule for shire
events we did not wish to wait another 90 days for a local event to do this at. And the second reason was we were showing off
for the kingdom seneschal who was in attendance due to our interest in status change. Like a full slate of officers interest from
the local peerage in shire events is another sign that we are growing in the right ways. Asking all who are members of a service
order to join us at that time was a way to include the shire to participate in what has been a rarity for this group. Perhaps this
will inspire more individuals to wish to join the peerage orders.
Estrith will have a long way to go for her goal and it will not be accomplished overnight. My job is to guide her on her
way by training and example. Also by becoming my protégé she will be under observation by other members of the Order who
will want to see her service to the society and will be watching not only her but me too. My reputation is on the line for as long
as this relationship lasts as teacher and mentor. Who knows, in another ten or twenty years we might have a new peer in Wintermist.

~Master Manus leDragonier

, OP

GWW Pre-registration Now Open
On March 1st pre-registration for the Great Western War opened. At this time there are two local groups that you
can register with- Shire of Wintermist or Horsemen of Judgment Keep. f you pre-register before May 1st each adult will be allocated 350 feet of space in the encampment. After May 1 st the allotment drops to 250 feet. Children registered will receive 125
feet. We encourage you to register early if you can afford to as the extra space adds to the community areas we have in the
encampment.
At this time I am serving as Camp-master for the Shire of Wintermist encampment. If you would like to serve as a deputy camp-master please contact me, all help is welcome. As we get closer to the War I will post notes about what is happening
as well as some helpful hints for making the site better. Lord Miklos Bako has posted on the Wintermist Facebook page a link to
list pre-registered people for the encampment to help with the site planning- number of people, size of pavilions etc. Please list
your arrival also and if you have a preference of whom your neighbors are let us know. Priority will be given to the earliest registered for placement.
~Master Manus leDragonier
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A Traveler’s Tale from Spring Crown Tourney
Hail Duke Sven Orfhendur and Contessa Cassandra Zoe Paganal, Prince and Princess of
Caid!
A bright and clear spring morning found us wending our way south toward the Barony of
Altavia, for to view the contest of arms to choose our King and Queen.
A wooded glen filled with pavilions, banners bright, and Knights and Ladies in splendor
awaited us.
By gracious invitation of the THL Katherine, we were welcomed to the pavilion of the
Horsemen of Judgment Keep.
The valiant Horsemen therein were arrayed for combat, to bravely stand against the best of
the Kingdom.
By name there was
Lord Alexander Aethelwulf fighting for Lady Atia Uxor Alexandri
THL Thorbjorn Ulfsson fighting for Lady Colette Olivier la Fourniere
Lord Titus Aurelius fighting for Lady Matsunaga Haru
While none from the Shire triumphed, all did battle with honor and chivalry to increase
their Ladies’ estate.
At the opening of Court, the populace of the Shire led by THL Kali, made a grand procession which was admired by many of the Kingdom. Our presentation to the Crown contained goodly gifts, which amazed and delighted the Queen. Of particular note were the
scrolls and promissories, a veritable sheaf of them, which were prepared by the Illuminators
of Wintermist, led by the THL Katherine.
When the day was done, Sven carried the day for Cassandra as the new Lady of Love and
Beauty.
We struck the camp and made our way northward once again, stopping along the way to
sample the cuisines of Mongolia. A fine repast was had and stories were shared, adding a
fine cap to the days’ activities.
I am deeply grateful and appreciative of the large number of the
Shire’s populace that came out to support our valiant fighters and
their consorts fair.
We have made a new beginning that I hope to see continued.

Her Majestry, Eilidh al-Malika-al Caid

~Master Donn, son of Fergus
Our presentation basket

Royal kneeling pillows—so pretty! Yet meant to be knelt on.

Photos from Spring Crown
By A’isha

Wintermist Officers

Seneschal: THL Kali Raqs Xahar

email: seneschal@sca-wintermist.org

Deputies: THL Tahira Al-Fahida and Lord Gwyon Pengrych
Arts & Science: Lord Da’ud ibn Ma’bad

email: arts@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy A & S: Lord Bolo Longcaster & THL Galen de Leon

Current Champion of
Wintermist and Protector of
the Flock

Chatelaine: Lady Elena verch Gwalchmai
Deputies: Piroska Miklosne
Chirurgeons in Training: Jani Shirazi & Mihr of Wintermist

Chronicler: Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa

email: chronicler@sca-wintermist.org

Constable in Training: Lord Johnathon Sawyer

Exchequer: Sunnifa Jonsdotir

email: exchequer@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: Mari Inghean Cuan
Herald: Master Manus le Dragonier

Lord Alexander Æthewulf
email: herald@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: a Flourish of Heralds

Photo by A’isha

List Mistress: THL Katherine of Hornechurch email: lysts@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: Lord Lothar von Schwartzschildt
Marshal: THL Ketill Olafsson

email: marshal@sca-wintermist.org

Deputy: Lord Johnathon Sawyer

Webwright: Lord Miklos Bako
Deputy: Kinson Ravenlock

Articles should be submitted to the chronicler, either in person or by e-mail (chronicler@sca-wintermist.org), and non-officer related articles
should be accompanied by a media release form to allow permission to publish in Tales from the Mist.
“Tales from the Mist” is created using MS Publisher templates. This month’s template is called “Accent Box”.
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