
Greetings, Kali here. Well it may seem a bit far away 
to be thinking about GWW, but you’d be wrong! Pre-
registration starts on March 1st, but will be ending a 
month earlier so that those running the land allocation 
have enough time to process all the information. How-
ever there is a huge change to the land allocation 

rules, you must be pre-registered to qualify for land 
allocation. I attended a meeting for GWW at Festival 
of the Rose and this was part of the announcements 
made. However there is a perk, if you pre-reg during 
the month of March, each person that does so receives 
an extra 100 square feet of land. Most of you may 
not be aware, but an event this size costs an extreme 
amount of money straight out of the gate, so those 
extra pre-reg dollars really help out. Let’s try and 
have as many of us pre-register as possible. Also 
‘volunteering’ for the event was mentioned, consider-
ing GWW is within our borders, we should really 
make a show of doing as much volunteering as we 
can. If you’ve never volunteered at an event, then this 
is your opportunity; it can actually be a lot of fun. But 
if you do sign up, make sure you are there to fill your 
slot. Last year they had an issue with people signing 
up and not showing up for their shifts, which left those 
that did with a lot of extra work. As the event gets 
closer I’ll receive more information as to how we as a 
shire, can help make this a better event. 
 
~Kali Raqs Xahar 

From the Seneschal 

From the Chronicler 

I want to extend my thanks to all who submitted to the newsletter once again! It’s because of 
all of you that this newsletter is possible. Among the officer reports and regular order of 
business from several offices, this month’s newsletter includes another Meet Your Neighbor 
segment, featuring one of our long term members, THL Beatrice Mackelli. If you want to hear 
about the origins of Wintermist or the beginnings of some of the Wintermist traditions, she is 
a great one to talk with. You will also see a Source Review about medieval decorations and 

ornaments from around the world, provided by our A&S Officer, Lord Da’ud. For next month I 
have another short story written by Michael of Wintermist which I think you will enjoy, but 
you’ll have to wait! As always, If you’d like to contribute anything to the newsletter, such as a 
short story, photograph, poem, puzzle, drawing, doodle, or interesting tidbit you’ve re-
searched, please do so! You’ll find submission information on the back page.  
 
For the Dream,  
~A’isha al-Raqqasa 

Website: www.sca-wintermist.org 
Also look for us on FACEBOOK 
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Wintermist Calendar 

 March 10:  Brewer Fel-

lowship Meets 1pm 

 March 14: Business 

Meeting—Tony’s Pizza 
on Mt. Vernon Ave 7:00 
pm 

 March 15: Newcomer’s 

meeting at Collette’s 
home 6pm 

 March 17: Metal and 

Woodworking fellow-
ship 10am 

 March 20: Fellowship of 

the String 6:30pm at 
Bolo’s House 

 March 22: Bardic Prac-

tice at Brendan’s house 

 April 1: Officer Meet-

ing 

 Sundays at 10 am 

Fighter Practice at Pa-
triot’s Park 

Caid Calendar 

 March 10: March to the Sea, 

Naevehjem 

 March 16-18: Black Oak 
Lodge - “Persian Paradise” 
Darach 

 March 23-25: King’s Hunt & 

Darach’s Equestrian Champi-

onship 

 March 25: St Jude’s Random 
Tourney, Calafia 

 March 27-April 2: Estrella 

War 

 April 7: Al-Savalley Anniver-

sary Anniversary, Al-Sahid 

 April 7: St Artemas Anniver-
sary, Calafia 

Kali 
Photo taken by Jody of Wintermist 
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TALES FROM THE MIST 

From the Exchequer, 
First off I would like to thank everyone for their generous donations to the shire at the business meetings. In order to 
host events and do bigger and better things we need to pay attention to the real world requirement of cash. Having 
a bank account with a nice balance is not the objective; it is the means to an end. 
 
That said, there is something more appreciated than cash, talents and skills. Most of the beautiful stuff you see other 
groups displaying and using was not bought. Even further the items were not even donated to the group. The items 
are the property of the individual members who care for them and use them their selves and just loan the use to the 
camp or enrich the camp with the display of the items. The amount of officially owned stuff is kept small. 
 
So counter intuitive to what most might expect out of the exchequer I urge people to: 

1. Enhance you our camping set up. 
2. Create items you would like to have around camp and would enjoy sharing with others. 
3. Help create items that the Shire specifically requests. 

4. Give money. 
 
GASP! An exchequer putting money last…has he lost his mind (did he ever have it?)? If you really think about the 
way this works you can see several benefits to this natural approach. If you own it we don’t have to worry about 
who will transport it, clean it, care for it, store it, etc... Also we don’t have to argue, vote, and discuss in committee 
what we will be getting. If you want it in camp, build it and or get others to help you build it. I don’t think there are 
many items we, by we I mean you collectively, don’t have the ability to create. 
 
In humble opinion only (as humble as it gets), 

Wihtstan. 

From the Exchequer 

From the Fellowships  

From the Metalworkers Fellowship: 
Greetings Wintermist. We held a knife making class today (Feb 11, 2012) and had several  knives finished. There 
were nine people in attendance and there was talk of having more gatherings than just once a month.  We will see 
where that goes. Thank you to every one who showed up and especially those who brought tools. 
Yours in Service, 
Galen deLeon, Chancellor 
 
 
From the Fellowship of the String: 
We did not have a meeting this month due to lack of meeting place but this is being remedied for future meetings. 
Lord Bolo has graciously conceded to open up his house to us for future meetings to be determined (most likely a 
Tuesday or Thursday night). Meanwhile, if you are interested in Fiber arts, think about what you would like to learn; 
there are so many crafts from knitting to weaving, and making cords with  a Lucet, Viking whipcord, or Kumihimo 
(Japanese cord braiding). I would personally like to learn Nalbinding (single needle, Viking knitting technique), drop 
spinning, and bobbin lace. Many times people are intimidated by the material and expense needed to actually 
practice these crafts. Card weaving doesn’t need a loom (though it helps), merely a pack of playing cards, some 
embroidery floss and a way to anchor the ends is all that is needed to weave a strap. For bobbin lace, I discovered 
large holed wooden beads glued onto barbeque skewers make very inexpensive bobbins. And we have discovered 
how to make very inexpensive spindles for spinning using a dowel, wooden disk and a hook. If any of these crafts 
interest you , or you have any questions on how to do any of these things or what you need to get started, please 
let me know because, well, that’s what we’re here for!  
For the Dream,  
~A’isha al-Raqqasa 
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SHIRE OF WINTERMIST, KINGDOM OF CAID 

From the Chatelaine 

As Chatelaine, I am approached by newbies who are in need of guidance. We cannot simply invite them to play 
our game without offering them some suggestions on how to survive. Everyone is  new at some point, and as I look 
back on my first events, I think about some of the things I wish I had been warned/ informed about. Experiencing the 
SCA, in my opinion, is something that can only be done fully at an overnight event. So that one can be enveloped in 
the essence of what we do, and how much fun we can have. But newbie beware! There are some things you can do 
to make your first time go off without a hitch! Below is a list of 10 things that might help you out, of course there are 
many many more tips and tricks, but those all come with experience and conversation. Remember: Don’t be afraid 
to ask for help! 
 
1. “Attempt” pre 17th century garb. That doesn’t mean you’ll be shunned for not showing up in a hand sewn Tudor 

Gown. Sweat pants and a t-tunic are always good for a first run. Don’t forget about your local Gold Key. 
**Yes, it’s Gold Key not Silver Key** We generally have loaner garb and will try our best to accommodate you. 

2. Don’t wear a crown or circlet just because you think it looks cool. Crowns are a no no, and you should ask first 
about circlets, there are rules about the sizes and materials they can be made of. 

3. Pack things that are a comfort to you when camping. If this is your first time, no one will give you a hard time 
for using a flashlight to find the privy. We are all guilty of modern comforts. 

4. Bring Gatorade and Water!! I cannot stress enough that even if it’s a cold weather event, the fact is that you 
are outside in the sun all day and will easily become dehydrated if you don’t take precautions. 

5. You don’t have to speak forsoothly. If you’re still learning who is Duke who and Mistress whatsherface, there’s 
no need to panic yourself with tis, thou art, and o’er. Most of us don’t, even after years. 

6. Drummers will drum! At all hours of the night, if you simply cannot sleep with excess noise, bring ear plugs, or 
try to set up your tent as far away from the fire pits, that’s the usual gathering place for drummers. 

7. Be a responsible adult. If you have minors with you, keep an eye on them and be aware of the SCA’s curfew 
for minors which can be found at SCA.org. If you’re by yourself or your significant other, still be responsible! 
Try not to over indulge, keep your wits about you, and be aware of your surroundings. No one wants to end 
their first SCA event in the hospital. 

8. If you’re tired, REST! Don’t try to do too many things, you’ll burn out. Pace yourself. 
9. Volunteer! It’s the best way to see the SCA from all points of view. 
10. Look, listen, and ask! If you see something you like, ask about it. We are all usually a pretty cheery **and con-

ceited** bunch and will be happy to chat about our craft, garb, pavilion, etc. 
 
Newbie Terms 

 Forsoothly: Speaking is such a way that 21st Century North American English Speakers would perceive your 

manner of speech as being from an earlier time, likely before the seventeenth century 

 Gold Key: Me! Your local Chatelaine. 

 Privy:  Bathroom/ toilet 

 Eric: That roped off area where the fighters are hitting each other. 

 Pavilion: The old world style, canvas tents. With or without walls. 

 Lyst: Where the fighters sign up to fight. 

 Bard: Person who sings, tells stories, or poems. 

 HOLD: if you hear this nearby, stop what you are doing and look for any hazard or are dismissed from this. It’s 

been called even off the battlefield. 
There are many more terms, most of which can be found here: http://www.goldenstag.net/MiscSCA/glossary.htm 
 
Yours in Service, 
- Lady Colette Olivier la Fourniere 

http://sca.org/
http://www.goldenstag.net/MiscSCA/glossary.htm
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TALES FROM THE MIST 

Owen Jones was one of the most influential design theorists of the nineteenth century, pioneering theories on flat 
patterning and ornament. He spent his life studying and documenting ornamentation firsthand from architecture and 
objects of art. Jones rose to prominence through his studies of Islamic decoration at the Alhambra, and subsequent 
publication of his drawings. He advised on museum collections and exhibits, and formulated the decorative arts prin-
ciples that formed the basis for The Grammar of Ornament. 
 
The Grammar was published as a collection and study of the "best" examples of ornamental designs since travel 
and access to museums was difficult and limited in the nineteenth century. Owen Jones hoped that students would be 
inspired, rather than simply copy examples, and thus the book encourages the examination of the underlying princi-
ples of ornament in historic and global patterns. The Grammar was hugely influential in design schools of the nine-
teenth century, and maintains its relevance as a source of inspiration for contemporary designers. 
 
The first 19 chapters present key examples of ornament from a number of historic and geographic sources, most 
notably from the Middle East. The final chapter acknowledges how “in the best periods of art, all ornament was 

based upon an observation of the principles which regulate the arrangement of form in nature” and that “true art 
consists of idealizing, and not copying, the forms of nature.” Each chapter attempts to distill the essence of a cul-
ture's ornamentation and explain it within the context of universal design principles. 
 
Pros for SCA Use: The Grammar contains colorful examples of historic Byzantine, Arabian, Turkish, Moresque, Celtic, 
Medieval, Renaissance, Elizabethan, and late Italian ornament. These images are excellent secondary resources 
being direct copies of contemporary sources. Each color plate is presented on its own page, but is fully discussed 
with the text. The images and text of the work are no longer subject to copyright protection, and complete copies of 
the book are available online at no extra cost. Several low-cost paperback editions of just the color plates are also 
readily available from major publishers. 
 
Cons for SCA Use: As with other writers of the Victorian era, Owen Jones included speculative discussions within the 
text, most notably regarding the cultural elements of and motivations for the presented patterns. His architectural 
and design credentials do not qualify him to comment as an anthropologist. Many of the examples provided are not 
clearly dated, but independent research can provide the reader with approximate dates for the works in question. 
Additionally, half of the chapters discuss cultures and periods outside the accepted scope of the SCA (Savage 
Tribes, Egyptian, Pompeian, Roman, Persian, Indian, Chinese, and Italian). The chapter on Hindoo (sic.) ornament is 
within the scope of the SCA, but the discussion and examples provided are limited. The biggest drawback is that the 
book is presented as a textbook for modern design principles. Examples are limited in scope to provide only a 
sense of the principles being discussed. However, the anachronist can still use these principles to create new designs 
and ornaments based on historic patterns. 
 
Summary: The Grammar of Ornament is a must-read collection and study of period designs for the serious anachro-
nist. Short of touring the Old World, you can't find a more complete collection of period ornamental patterns. Just 
remember to refer to the notes on the color plates and in the text for documentation, and due to the age of the 
publication, check for more recent discoveries and treatises to further supplement your research.  
 
By Da’ud ibn Ma’bad 

Source Review: The Grammar of Ornament by Owen Jones (1856) 

Snowflakes by Isha 
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SHIRE OF WINTERMIST, KINGDOM OF CAID 

Greetings Wintermist, 
Congratulations to our Monthly A&S Challenge winners: January (Weaving) – THL Sarah Minet (Inkle loom weave 
belt/strap); February (Jewelry) – Jody of Wintermist (copper coil bracelet) and (Herb Dishes/Prepared Meats) – 
Jody of Wintermist (Piovre noir meat marinade/dipping sauce). And further congratulations to the A&S Quarter 
Winners for 2011-2012: 

Bear – THL Katherine of Hornechurch 
Lion – Jody of Wintermist 
Eagle – Lady Collette Olivier LeFournier 
Stag – Jody of Wintermist 

The 2011-2012 Shire of Wintermist A&S Champion Awards will be presented at 3.5 Baronies Friendship Tourney 
(3.5 BFT) in May. Speaking of 3.5 BFT, I am happy to announce that the below listed A&S games and activities will 
be offered on Saturday, May 5: 

People Choice Friendship-themed Open A&S Competition 
Fellowship of Brewer’s and Vintner’s Presents the “Toast to Your Health” Brews, Wines and Cordials Chal-

lenge 
Viking Riddle Contest 
House Muddyfoot Presents the “Ogre Games” 
Classes and Workshops (per volunteer interest) 
Exhibits and Demonstrations (per volunteer interest) 

The 3.5 BFT A&S Team is looking for volunteers to teach classes, host demonstrations, or assist. Please contact me 
direct if you have a burning desire to share your passion with others or just want to help out. 
You don’t have time for or interest in teaching a class, but have examples of your work to share? The 3.5 BFT A&S 
Team is asking for artisans to loan us items (finished or unfinished) for a Wintermist A&S Exhibit Table. This is a 
great opportunity to display your crafts for discussion and feedback. Contact me direct for more information re-
garding exhibit submittal. 
The Shire A&S Team will be hosting Spring and Summer A&S Planning Workshops and Roundtables to prepare for 
upcoming Inter-Kingdom, Kingdom, and local event A&S contests. Future discussion topics will include: Planning & 
Organizing Your A&S Event Calendar, Picking the Right Project, Research & Documentation, Teamwork or Going It 
Alone, Building and Managing an A&S Submittal Team, Managing Your Project Schedule, Presentation Do’s & 

Don’ts, Pentathlon Rules, and A&S 50 Challenge Expectations. If you have an idea then please share. I am taking 
suggestions for other related workshops and discussion topics. 
You humble servant, 

Da’ud ibn Ma’Bad  (Michael Hollier) 
MoAS for the Shire of Wintermist 

From Arts and Sciences 

Beatrice MacKelli is a 10th century Scottish Celt, who was kidnapped by Vikings and sold as a slave to a merchant 
family in the East. She describes this family as fair and kind and eventually she was able to earn her freedom. In 
choosing her persona, she started first with a Scottish name based on her personal family history. Once she realized 
how much she liked the middle eastern culture and clothing,  she came up with what she describes as a far-fetched 
story to explain the discrepancy between name and garb. Eventually she learned at a Collegium that the City of 
Dublin was established as a base for Viking slave trade which helped give some credence to her story. 
 
Beatrice found the SCA during the beginnings of the Shire of Wintermist. She and Manus had been dating and she 
tagged along to one of the meetings. Once she discovered that she could dress up, she was hooked. Her first event 
was Darkwell War in 1988. Her favorite type of events are high court events like 12th night or Coronation because 
she enjoys the ceremony and dressing in pretty garb. Her favorite part of the SCA, besides dressing up, is the cere-
mony and chivalry involved. As for arts and sciences she enjoys cooking and costuming. Beatrice says that her aspi-
rations are to become proficient at putting together a “comfortable and attractive encampment” just like the matri-
arch of Clan Caradoc (her old household) used to. 

Meet Your Neighbor 



This is the March 2012, issue of Tales from the Mist, a publication of the Wintermist Shire of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). Tales 
From the Mist is available from Jennifer Stilwill, 6901 Cranbrook Ave., Bakersfield Ca 93308. It is not a corporate publication of  SCA, Inc., and does not 
delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2012 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from 
this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 
contributors.  

Articles should be submitted to the chronicler, either in person or by e-mail (chronicler@sca-wintermist.org), and non-
officer related articles should be accompanied by a media release form to allow permission to publish in Tales from the 
Mist. 
“Tales from the Mist” is created using MS Publisher templates. This month’s template is called “Index”. 

Wintermist Officers: 

Chirurgeon:   Vacant 

Seneschal: THL Kali Raqs Xahar                         email: seneschal@sca-wintermist.org  

Deputies:  THL Tahira Al-Fahida and Lord Gwyon Pengrych 

Arts & Science: Lord Da’ud ibn Ma’bad               email: arts@sca-wintermist.org  

Deputy A & S: Lord Bolo Longcaster & Lady Collette Olivier le Fournier 

Chatelaine: Lady Collette Olivier le Fournier 

Deputies: Estrith Rasmusdatter &  Piroska Miklosne 

Chronicler: Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa                  email: chronicler@sca-wintermist.org  

Deputy: THL Katherine of  Hornechurch 

Constable: Bjorn Inn Vikverski 

Exchequer:  Lord Wihtstan Gravenor              email: exchequer@sca-wintermist.org  

Deputy: Mari Inghean Cuan 

Herald: Lord Kristofer Olafsson                                email: herald@sca-wintermist.org  

 List Mistress: THL Katherine of  Hornechurch  email: lysts@sca-wintermist.org  

Marshal: THL Ketill Olafsson                                  email: marshal@sca-wintermist.org  

Deputy: Lord Johnathon Sawyer 

Webwright: Lord Miklos Bako 

Current Champion of 

Wintermist and Protector  of 

the Flock  

Sir Helgi Hrafnfaedhir  

Photo by Isha 
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