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Tales from the Mist
From the Seneschal
Hi everybody,

CALENDAR
Fellowship Meetings (FM)
Fighter Practice (Heavies)
Jastro Park Thursdays @7 pm
Bardic Fellowship
3rd Thursday @ 7pm
Illumination Fellowship
On Hiatus until the Fall

Future Events
JUNE 11

Shire Meeting 7PM

So, by the time this article is printed, we
will have a new King and Queen of Caid.
Join me in offering congratulations to
Duke Conrad and Countess A'isha on a
very wonderful and successful reign. I
look forward to this new reign of Their
Majesties, Agrippa and Bridget .
Wintermist will be hosting Her Majesty's
Festival of the Rose in July, please come
out and help us celebrate Her Majesty by
enjoying the arts in its many forms. Our
very own Baroness Kali and Lady A'isha
are 5he event stewards. I know that we
will be offering up a pot luck luncheon for
the day if you are willing to donate food
forthe lunch, please contact Lady A'isha to
make arrangements.

conducting a poll of the Shire members via
mail regarding status change for
Wintermist. We will be deciding whether
we stay a Shire or move to the status of
Province. This change is part of the
process for us to become a Barony in the
future. if you have questions or concerns,
please contact me and we can discuss
them.
Dont forget, Shire business meeting is
Wednesday June 11th, hope to see
everyone there!
Yours in Service,
Edward Blosseville de Monreale
Seneschal, Shire of Wintermist.

JUNE 13-15 KWHSS
JUNE 17

Flourish Meeting

JUNE 22

Road Clean Up 7AM

JUNE 22

CoH Meeting

JULY 5

Games Tourney

JULY 9

Shire Meeting 7PM

JULY 26

Festival of the Rose

SEPT 5-7

3.5 Baronies

As was brought up at Closing Court at
Wintermist Anniversary,
we will be

Arts & Sciences
Greetings Wintermist.
I propose a Table Decoration competition at the July
meeting. Decoration should cover at least two settings or enough
for your whole family. Most of all have fun with it.
Master Martin has offered to teach casting, all we need is a date. Think about when
might be a good day and time. ~THL Galen deLeon
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That Pesky Camp Master's Report

Kingdom
CALENDAR
Friday, June 13
Nordwache Anniversary
Known World Heraldic
and Scribal Symposium
(Caid)
Saturday, June 14
Nordwache Anniversary
Known World Heraldic
and Scribal Symposium
(Caid)
Sunday, June 15
Nordwache Anniversary
Known World Heraldic
and Scribal Symposium
(Caid)
Saturday, June 21
Carreg Wen Anniversary
Sunday, June 22
Castlenorth Prize
Tourney (Western Seas)
Saturday, June 28
Gyldenholt Anniversary

Well we had a pretty good early preregistration in May, thirty one members
took advantage of the preregistration deal and got the extra one hundred Square feet
of space for free. AWESOME! I want to thank all of you who preregistered early, especially those that
normally would have been camping with friends in other camps or as households in their own camps, it is
very important that we are all Wintermist and camped together this year. Lets not lose our momentum we
need more Preregistrations. I am hoping that we can double or maybe triple the number already
Preregistered. I recommend that you use ACCEPS and a credit card to Preregister, it is
very easy to do on line and you can pay your preregistration off by cutting out the
Starbucks Mocha Cappuccinos. SO STOP READING THIS AND GO PREREGISTER
NOW!!!!
~Lord Michael Goodwill

GWW Road Cleanup Date
The next date for the quarterly road cleanup will be Sunday, June 22 at
7AM. We plan to meet that early to beat the heat while checking Golf Course Road
for trash. For those who do not know the Shire has taken the challenge of doing a
road cleanup on the road that leads to the Great Western War site. So far we have
done two quarterly cleanups and this will be number three. We are charged to clean
Golf Course Road from where it joins Taft Highway till just past the west entrance
to Lake Buena Vista Park. Our job is to pick up trash and litter along that route and
to mark or stack large bulk items such as furniture or tires for pickup by the County
Roads Department after we are done.
This event is NOT in garb and we ask that you wear comfortable clothes appropriate for the
weather and hard soled shoes. Hats are strongly recommended. High visibility vests will be given out to
use as well as gloves and bags for the trash. We hope to have pickup sticks and grabbers also available.
Bottle water will be on hand for those who participate. The event should take between two and three hours
depending on the number of people who attend to do the checkup. Please carpool to keep vehicles to a
minimum.
We will meet at the west entrance to the park at 7am. Please come and help if you are able.
Thanks. This project was started by Master Donn and you can show your respect by attending and helping
out. ~Master Manus le Dragonier

Chronicler’s Corner
Many thanks to those who contributed to this month’s TALES:
Michael Goodwill, Master Manus le Dragonier, Lord Edward Blosseville de Monreale,
Lady A'isha al-Raqqasa, THL Galen deLeon, Lord Ardgal mac Domnaill, THL Katherine
of Hornechurch, Lady Roes’ Meurdoch and Lady Piroska Bako Miklosne.
~Lady Jani Shirazi
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Herald’s
Herald’sReport
Report
On the 17th of May we had the Anniversary of the Shire of Wintermist held in
Fruitvale Norris Park. We had a great turnout and were honored with the presence of His
Majesty Conrad as well as his heirs TRH’s Agrippa and Bridget. The tourney and our
new champion is Titus Portius Aurelius. There was a book sale to help SWEBC that
raised over $95 and a raffle for shire regalia that raised several hundred, all to honor the
wishes of the late Master Donn, son of Fergus.
Here is a list of the awards and acknowledgements made at the event and or the
feast that night.
Award of Arms – Adeline of Berwick Upon Tweed (Adeline was also made a member
of the Orders of the Gillyflower and the Lyre Or for service and arts promoting the Shire
- quite a busy day for Lady Adeline!
Award of Arms – Michael Goodwill (who also received a Gillyflower)
Order of the Dolphin – Lady Jani Shirazi
Order of the Dolphin – Lady Mihri Tabrizi
Order of the Dolphin – Lady Estrith Rasmusdatter
Order of the Harp Argent – Lady Roes Meurdoch (who also received a Gillyflower)
Court Baron – Master Donn,son of Fergus (posthumously and
received by his brother and sister: THL Brendan Morgansbane and
m’Lady Aleinor Mighilles)
Order of the Gillyflower– Lady Lilly de Lynn
Order of the Gillyflower – Ron of Wintermist
Holder of the Noble Touch – Stephanie of Wintermist
If I have forgotten an award winner my apologies.
June is a big month for heralds and scribes in Caid. We start
with Coronation and Queens Championships on June 6th and 7th. This is followed by the
Known World Heraldic and Scribal Symposium held in Starkhafn on Friday thru Sunday
the 13th through the 15th. This is a great event that only comes to the west coast about
every five years and now is literally in our back yard. Lots of great classes on things
heraldic and scribal as well as the opportunity to meet others of like mind from around
the Known World. Just to keep things moving on Tuesday the 17th the Flourish will
meet in Bakersfield at the Denny’s on Merle Haggard at seven that evening to discuss
heraldry and submissions and prepare for the College of Heralds meeting on Sunday,
June 22nd. All are welcome to attend.
~Master Manus le Dragonier

Metalworkers Fellowship
I am not having structured classes. Throughout the summer I will be
in the shop willy nilly. If there is something you would like to work
on, give me a heads up several days in advance.
Yours in service, ~THL Galen deLeon

JUNE
Flo wers /An ythin g
Floral

J U LY
Tab le Decor ation

DID YOU KNOW?

In the Middle
Ages,
fermented urine
(called ‘lant’)
was added to
beer to increase
the flavor!
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An Open Letter to Wintermist Concerning the Direction of Shire Status or What the Heck is a Province?
The following opinions are solely my own. As our seneschal has said the Royals may cut off my head since I am a peer. The
rest of you they will torture, hang then draw and quarter. Read on at your peril!
On Tuesday June 4 the Shire officers met to discuss upcoming activities through the summer. Discussions concerned our
hosting Festival of the Rose in July, GWW Road Cleanup on June 22nd, Coronation and … the quest for Baronial Status with a side
trip to being a Province. This step is a decision by his Majesty Conrad with the agreement of Their Highnesses Agrippa and Bridget
at closing court of Wintermist Anniversary for where our group status upgrade should go. Why they are happy to have us become a
Province? So we will be polled and if the majority of society members within the zip codes for our territorial area vote to continue
we will be made a Province. And after two years as a Province if we aren’t ecstatically happy we can petition (again) to become a
Barony.
Some of you may be asking what is a Province? And how is it different from a Shire and a Barony? A Province is a shire
on steroids. A shire has at least six society members, officers events etc. A Province has to have at least twenty society members, a
full slate of officers & deputies, run a calendar of events, to be able to host and run successful kingdom level events and a successful
history of all of the above. The difference between a Province and a Barony is that the Barony has a figurehead noble who can give
out awards! A shire or Province does not have a noble in charge and do not give out awards. So there you have it, two to three
years of doing what we are already doing- but more so! Then we might start the process to become a barony!
Now some of you may detect a note of sarcasm for this process in my writing. I sent in the original letter to officially start
the process with Her Excellency Kali blessing after the Yule feast several years ago. Then as now we meet all the requirements in
Corpora to change our status- barring royal approval and the approval of the Kingdom Seneschal. I have talked to the two
people who are and were Kingdom Seneschal and both said they favored Baronial status so the problem seems to be in convincing
the Royals we are ready.
There has been some concern that we might not be able to handle the heights and pressures of landed nobility. Do you
know what the penalty is if we flop as a barony? We become a Shire! (And we all know that is a fate worse than death!) Of course
we could petition in our defeat if we still have over twenty members to be made a Province!! But that is only if we fail to last as a
barony. The “powers that be” do not take into account that the Shire is 26 years old. We have built to this decision for over twenty
years. Some of our leadership had been working towards this goal for more than ten years. I intend to continue the process.
A problem with this process appeared at the officers meeting that I regret to admit I was woefully ignorant of. Several
different officers concurred that a certain Kingdom Officer who is not directly involved with the status change is vehemently
against our becoming a barony. This officer has never spoken to me about this issue but has discussed the issue with others. One
argument made is that Caid has too many baronies and some of those are not faring well so we need no more! Frankly I am not
worried about a “failing” status of a barony. A barony that does not have the population or infrastructure to maintain baronial status
is tasked as their problem to solve or be reclassified. We should not be penalized by restricted growth due to the problems of
others.
The Kingdom of Caid is different from the other eighteen kingdoms in that we are land poor but population rich. Depending
on the census we are either the third or fourth most populous kingdom in the Known World. Our territorial units usually have high
population totals. There are over three thousand members in Caid spread through baronies and shires. Currently there are eleven
baronies in Caid and five shires. (Give or take a College or two.)
Now the SCA is a game, one that we all enjoy. The rules allow for you to make a group with as few as six members. And if
you have over twenty members you may become a barony. (I know I discussed this already but bear with me please.) The barony
picks a leader and that person can give awards. It is built into the rules that to be a better group you want to increase your population
to give your people awards. So if you can do it you want your shire to become a barony. This is a natural progression of growth
for a group and an incentive to do so. If a shire cannot progress because there are too many baronies what incentive is there to
grow? What is the fate of Wintermist if we cannot become a barony because this mythical allotment is full? To get our people
awards and recognition are we to become a canton of an existing barony? It would seem this attitude is counterproductive to the
ideals of our Society. If we cannot grow in status why should we recruit new members? The reasoning of this Kingdom Officer
could lead to a morale problem and a loss of our membership.
Another statement by this officer that our having a full slate of “acknowledgements” that we give out is for service, arts and
fighting is “provocative”. These are registered devices as set up in the rules for any group. That we have had the foresight to plan
ahead so that these would become awards when we reach baronial status is ignored. And this officer has not returned the
“acknowledgement” given which I would expect if it is such an example of poor group behavior.
By the time that this is read I hope to have spoken to that Kingdom Officer. Perhaps this is mostly a misunderstanding and
we can change that mind to our favor. But the reasons that he has given that I have been told of are specious. What worries me more
is that this person is using a position that is not affected by our status to bring pressure on us. This officer is not a member of our
Shire and the good of the Kingdom is not resting on whether we are a barony or a shire, it is really not their business!
One valid point brought up when I was questioned about the possibility of becoming a barony was that of the leadership. Do
we have potential Barons and Baroness to lead us in Wintermist? The answer is definitely yes! Now will we all join hand and sing
Kum-by-yah at council meetings and events? We don’t do that now for pity’s sake. Some of our
Continued on Page 5

Page 5

Tales from the Mist

Volume 14, Issue 6

Festival of the Rose - July 26
Festival of the Rose is coming up fast! We have the site tokens made, the church reserved,
and already have a line-up of performances, but we still need a few things.
We have asked the populace of Caid the following (which also applies to Shire members):
If you are interested in performing, contact Lord Da-ud ibn Ma’bad. He has a great line-up
already and a fantastic MC to run the show! E-mail: performances@sca-wintermist.org,
or phone: 661-342-6676
If you are a merchant - we have space! It’ll be outdoor (unfortunately) but under trees, but
this adds another great element to any event. Contact Baroness Kalè if you are interested
in merchanting.
If you are interested in teaching something to attendees, let Baroness Kalè know right away
so she can plan on space and schedules. So far we have four hands-on classes set-up:
lampwork beads, pewter casting, bronze etching, and felt flowers.
Now we would like to specifically ask the member of the Shire:
Please consider helping to demonstrate the generosity of the Shire and
contributing a tray of food for lunch. We are specifically looking for finger foods that do not need
to be heated (since the kitchen will be occupied) and will feed at least 20 people. Since the hall
will be occupied by art displays, the Shire pavilion will be set up outside with tables to set the
food out smorgasbord style. We will need attendees to watch for empty trays. Beverages will also
be provided.
Please let me know if you are willing to:
bring food, (be sure to include an ingredients list to inform those who have food allergies), or
beverages such as sekanjabins or faux-hippocras for spiced water,
help watch the tables during the time the lunch is set out, or
help out in any other capacity.
Thank you!
For the Dream,
~Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa

An Open Letter to Wintermist Concerning the Direction of Shire Status or
What the Heck is a Province? (CONTINUED from page 4)
choices to lead us will be more popular than others (Just like the REAL world). But a strong and healthy
group will deal with that and move on. Just like the real world we have term limits! Maybe we restart a
group at CSU-Bakersfield (L’Universite du Tour Y’voire) or Bakersfield College for dissidents to have a
way to play within the system. Yes, we did that in our distant past! Or start a new shire/canton in north
Kern or Tehachapi. Or, gasp, we don’t work out with a crowned head and become a shire or province
again - better luck next time and it will be much harder to do. But at least we will have
had the opportunity to try.
Well that is it for now. These are my opinions and do not represent those of anyone but
myself. The line to throw rocks forms on the right. The line for those with burning
effigies of me forms on the left. You have to catch me for the stake or the headman’s
block!
In service to Wintermist and Caid,
Master Manus le Dragonier

DID YOU KNOW?
During his 10 year
reign, Richard the
Lionhearted
spent only 6
months in
England. He also
could not speak
English. Henry V
was the first
English King
since Harold
Godwinson
(beaten by
William the
Conqueror) to
have spoken
English fluently,
and in everyday
speech.
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Nine-Man’s Morris
One of the better known games in the SCA is NineMan’s Morris. Also known as Merrels, Mills, or any number of
other similar names, the game is believed to have originated
over 2000 years ago in the Roman Empire. Some scholar’s argue
that the board actually had its origins in Egypt, based on what
looks like a version of the board etched in a tile at one of the
temples, but the evidence for this is not strong enough to verify
that the etchings were the game or just decorative scratching.
What they do know is that the game reached the peak of its popularity in the 1300s.
Even Shakespeare makes mention of the game in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”.
There are several varieties of Morris games which also includes Three-, Six-, and
Twelve-man’s Morris. The number indicates how many game pieces each player gets
to start. Three-Man’s Morris is essentially the same as Tic-Tac-Toe, only once the
pieces are placed, they can be moved from point to point. The other games take this concept and
increase the difficulty and complication of the game by increasing the size of the board and
number of pieces.
The nine-men’s Morris board consists of three concentric squares with lines connecting
the squares at the center of each side. The intersections of the lines are the playing points of the
game. The game is for two players and, in this version, each player gets nine pieces. After
determining who goes first, the players take turns placing pieces on the points where the lines
intersect. Once a player gets three of his pieces in a row, an arrangement called a mill, he must
remove any of his opponent’s pieces, as long as that piece is not part of a mill. The mill must be
a straight line and not turning a corner.
Once all the pieces have been played, the second stage of the game ensues. In this stage,
the players begin moving their pieces along the lines from point to point trying to form another
mill so he can capture another of his opponent’s pieces. The game continues in such a manner
until one player is down to only two remaining pieces. There is an optional rule that says, once
one player is down to three pieces, he can move a piece to any open point prolonging the game.
~Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa

GOLD KEY
Your friendly Shire Chatelaine here again to talk about Gold Key. At Crown Tourney we
received a large donation of Gold Key garb which was sorely needed. Most of the pieces do need
some work done on them to get them into usable shape. I am looking for
volunteers willing to take on this job of mending, replacing buttons, etc. I'd
like to get the items fixed up as soon as possible since we are attracting many
new people and I need to be able to dress them.
Secondly, I am putting the call out again for donations of garb, fabric, trim,
belts, pouches, feast gear… anything that we can use to get our newcomers
outfitted properly and ready for their first event. If you have anything to donate,
please bring it to the Shire meeting or contact me directly. Thank you for your
generosity and help!
~Lady Piroska Bako Miklosne
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Wintermist Blood Account
The Shire of Wintermist has an account with the Houchin Blood Bank and encourages all
who can to give to this cause. Not only do you serve the community but you also may help somebody in the SCA family here in the Shire. We are proud to say that we have had this account for
over 25 years. There are basically two ways to give to this cause. You can give a pint of whole
blood every eight weeks or so or you can donate platelets on a more frequent timetable. The main
difference is the time involved. To donate whole blood takes about an hour from testing to completion. Giving platelets takes two to three hours depending on how much you give. But I can’t think
of a better use of one’s time for the community - and you get free juice and doughnuts too!
~ Master Manus le Dragonier

Shire of Wintermist Encampment Beautification Committee
(SWEBC) News
Due to mundane obligations, the SWEBC group has been less productive since GWW
2013, but with just four months before the next war, we much make up for lost time!!

Have you seen the wall panels shown above at events and wanted one with your own arms?
Here is your chance!! We have a workshop planned for our ongoing wall panel project on
Saturday, June 21, from 10am to early afternoon: we will keep it going as long as interest justifies.
We have some blank panels (available for purchase, for a minimal fee), standard paint
colors, and other required supplies, like brushes, gesso, stencils, etc. Heralds will be on hand to
help with sketching for those (like me!) that are artistically challenged. Please RSVP so we can be
better prepared for the workshop. You can contact the committee through Lady Roes’ Meurdoch
(Valerie Walker Hummel) @ 661.204.5518 or via email at a_branch_of_four_roses@yahoo.com/.
If you are unable to attend the workshop, we have a comprehensive instruction booklet
available.
Before GWW 2014, we hope to put together two other projects—a silk banner workshop
and a “Cover your Pop-Up” workshop. These are still in the planning stages, but keep your
eye on the SWEBC section of your newsletter for more on upcoming events.
The SWEBC committee is looking for more members who share our Dream and wish
to participate in creating a beautiful, period encampment. We encourage Shire members to
work on their personal projects and SWEBC members are available to help with encampment
questions and projects.
~ Lady Roese Meurdoch
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Wintermist Officers
Seneschal: Lord Edward Blosseville de Monreale
email: seneschal@sca-wintermist.org
Deputies: Baroness Kalé al-Raqqasa & Lord Da’ud ibn Ma’bad

Arts & Science: THL Galen de Leon
email: arts@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: Vacant

Chatelaine: Lady Piroska Bako Miklosne
Email: chatelaine@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: Lord Miklos Bako

Current Champion of
Wintermist and
Protector of the Flock

Chirurgeon: Lady Jani Shirazi
Email: jolenecf@gmail.com
Deputy: Lady Mihri Tabrizi

Chronicler: Lady Jani Shirazi
Email: chronicler@sca-wintermist.org or jolenecf@gmail.com
Deputy: Lady A’isha al-Raqqasa

Constable : Vacant
Email: constable@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: Vacant

Exchequer: Lady Sunnifa Jonsdottir
Email: exchequer@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: Fergus MacDuff
Herald: Master Manus le Dragonier
email: herald@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: A Flourish of Heralds
Lyst: Lord Lothar zum Schwartzen Schild
email: lysts@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: THL Katherine of Hornechurch

THE HONORABLE LORD
TITUS PORTIUS AURELIUS
Photo by THL Katherine of Hornechurch

Marshal: Lord Johnathon Sawyer
email: marshal@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: Vacant

Webwright: Lord Miklos Bako
Email: webwright@sca-wintermist.org
Deputy: Vacant

Your input is needed. Please share your interests, questions, projects, experiences, photos, activities or tips with
the populace. send your articles, and quips by the last day of each calendar month to the Chronicler.

Articles should be submitted to the Chronicler, either in person or by e-mail (chronicler@sca-wintermist.org), and non-officer related articles should be accompanied by a media release form to allow permission to publish in Tales from the Mist. “Tales from the Mist” is created
using MS Publisher templates.
This is the June 2014, issue of Tales from the Mist, a publication of the Shire of Wintermist, a branch of the Society for Creative Anachronism,
Inc. (SCA, Inc.). Tales From the Mist is available from Jolene Forzetting, 9100 East Wilson Road, Bakersfield CA 93307. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2014 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on
reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original
creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.

